Of Mice and Men Study Guide
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Date ______________________ Period ______

Throughout the course of the novel, you will be expected to keep up with the study guide.  Some questions will be answered merely by filling in the blanks, and some will be short response questions.  When answering the short response questions, be sure to use COMPLETE SENTENCES!!  Study guides will be used as a tool to help you prepare for the final novel exam, and will be turned in after each chapter.  Please write clearly and LEGIBLY!!  You may use your text to help you find the answers.

Chapter 1:

1. The novel takes place in what part of the country? __________________________________________
2. Where did the bus drop the two men off? _________________________________________________
3. From where are the two men coming? ___________________________________________________
4. How is George described? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How is Lennie described? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What does Lennie have in his pocket? ___________________________________________________
7. What did Lennie want to do with the item in his pocket? __________________________________________________________________________________
8. Why did George and Lennie leave their last place? __________________________________________________________________________________
9. What does George tell Lennie to do when they meet the boss at the ranch where they want to work? __________________________________________________________________________________
10. When Lennie goes to get wood for the fire, what does he bring back that George takes away? _________________________________

11. Who used to give Lennie mice? ________________________________________________________
12. Why did she stop giving them to him? ___________________________________________________
13. What does Lennie want with his dinner that they don’t have? _________________________________
14. What does George tell Lennie to do if they get into trouble? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. What dream do George and Lennie share? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
16. Explain the relationship between George and Lennie based on what you have read in Chapter 1.  (Write a complete paragraph – use examples from the book to support your response – you may use the back of the paper if you need additional room to write.) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Throughout the course of the novel, you will be expected to keep up with the study guide.  Some questions will be answered merely by filling in the blanks, and some will be short response questions.  When answering the short response questions, be sure to use COMPLETE SENTENCES!!  Study guides will be used as a tool to help you prepare for the final novel exam, and will be turned in after each chapter.  Please write clearly and LEGIBLY!!  You may use your text to help you find the answers.

Chapter 2:
1. According to the old man, why was the boss mad at George and Lennie? __________________________________________________________________________________

2. What does George find in the box by his bed and what does he assume? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is Lennie’s last name? ___________________________________________________________

4. What does the boss suspect George of doing to Lennie? __________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why does the boss think this (refer to your answer for question #4)? __________________________________________________________________________________

6. What reason does George give for taking care of Lennie? __________________________________________________________________________________

7. What is George’s last name? __________________________________________________________

8. Who is Curley? _____________________________________________________________________

9. Describe Curley’s wife. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Why does Curley’s wife enter the bunkhouse? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What is Slim’s job on the ranch? ________________________________________________________

12. What did Slim do to four of his pups?  Why? __________________________________________________________________________________

13. What does Lennie want George to ask Slim? __________________________________________________________________________________

14. PARAGRAPH RESPONSE:  Describe Candy’s connection to his dog.  How is Candy’s relationship with his dog reflective (similar) of George’s relationship with Lennie?  Explain.  Use examples from the text to support your response.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 3:
1. What does Slim say he would have done to the dog if he hadn’t given it to Lennie? _________________________________________________________________________________

2. What does Slim say he finds funny? _________________________________________________________________________________

3. George says if he were really smart he would be doing what? __________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the story behind why George and Lennie travel together? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What can the reader infer about Lennie’s childhood and family life? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What did George do once that made him stop playing jokes on Lennie? __________________________________________________________________________________

7. What card game does George like to play? _______________________________________________

8. What does George tell Slim happened in Weed? __________________________________________________________________________________

9. What sneaky thing does Lennie try to do? __________________________________________________________________________________

10. What reasons does Carlson give for wanting Candy’s dog shot? __________________________________________________________________________________
11. What does Whit show Slim? __________________________________________________________________________________

12. What does Carlson say he has? __________________________________________________________________________________

13. Who has been listening to and finally interrupts George and Lennie’s conversation about the ranch? _________________________________

14. For what reason would the people sell the ranch for only $600.00? __________________________________________________________________________________

15. How did Candy get $250.00? __________________________________________________________________________________

16. What is George afraid will happen to them if others find out they are going to buy a ranch? __________________________________________________________________________________

17. What does Candy tell George he wishes he had done? __________________________________________________________________________________

18. Why does Curly attack Lennie? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 4:
1. What are two books that Crooks owns? __________________________________________________

2. How does Crooks react when Lennie visits him? __________________________________________________________________________________

3. For what reason did Lennie go to the barn? __________________________________________________________________________________

4. Where is George? __________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is Crooks’ initial evaluation of Lennie? __________________________________________________________________________________

6. What does Lennie tell Crooks, even though he probably shouldn’t have? __________________________________________________________________________________

7. Why does Crooks eventually stop taunting Lennie? __________________________________________________________________________________

8. What is Curley’s wife’s reaction to the dream of the farm with rabbits? __________________________________________________________________________________

9. How does the promise of the farm give Candy and Crooks more courage? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Why does Crooks abandon the dream of the farm? __________________________________________________________________________________

11. How is the theme of loneliness developed in this chapter?  Think about the characters of Lennie, Crooks, Candy, and Curly’s wife.  Paragraph answer – in what ways are these characters lonely?______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. Conflict is the struggle between opposing forces in a story.  For the following situations below, identify the type of conflict it represents. The first one is done for you.  (If you do not remember the types of conflicts, please refer to either your notes or to your Holt Literature and Language textbook.)
	Situation
	Type of Conflict

	George gets frustrated and irritated with the fact that Lennie has trouble remembering things, and often scolds him for forgetting.
	person vs. person

	Lennie likes to pet soft things, such as mice, but tends to pet them too hard or kill them, unaware of his own strength.
	

	George complains that if he didn’t have to take care of Lennie he would have a better life, and would be able to do the things he always wanted to do.
	

	George and Lennie dream of one day being able to own their own farm, and to work only for themselves, but for now they must work to survive.
	

	Curley, who has been known to pick fights with bigger men, picks a fight with Lennie.
	

	Curley is jealous and suspicious of his wife, who seems to flaunt herself in front of other men.
	

	Hoping to avoid any trouble, Lennie suggests that he and George leave the ranch.
	

	Crooks lives apart from the other men, ostracized, merely because he is African-American.
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As authors develop the plot and characters for a story, several character types emerge:

· The protagonist of a story is the ______________________________________ that _______________________ throughout the story; the protagonist is _______________________________ affected by the __________________ of the ______________________.

· The antagonist is the __________________________________________ in ______________________________ of the protagonist; the antagonist usually causes the protagonist’s __________________________.  The antagonist can also be a _________________________ of _____________________________.

· To further define his characters, an author then develops four general types of characters which evolve around the ____________________________ and _______________________________ and support the plot development.

· ___________________________ characters are ________________________________ and ____________________________ to the reader.

· __________________________ characters are ______________________ and under-developed.

· __________________________characters are those that _______________________ or _________________________ emotionally or learn a __________________________.

· _________________________ characters change or grow very ______________________ (or _______________________________________) throughout the story.

For the characters below, please identify whether they are a protagonist, antagonist, or other.  Then list whether the character is round or flat, and dynamic or static.  The first one has been done for you.

	Character
	George
	Lennie
	Candy
	Curley
	Curley’s   Wife
	Slim
	Carlson
	Crooks

	protagonist, antagonist, or other?
	protagonist
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	round or flat?
	round
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	dynamic or static?
	dynamic
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Please answer the following questions using complete sentences.  Write legibly!

1.  (setting) What day and time is it at the beginning of Chapter 5? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What is Lennie doing in the barn by himself? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why does Lennie think that he might not get to tend the rabbits? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Who visits Lennie in the barn? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  According to Curley’s wife, why isn’t anyone going to leave the horseshoe tournament? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  According to Curley’s wife, how come she didn’t get into show business? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  What can we infer is the reason Curley’s wife married Curley? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  What plan does Lennie have to avoid getting in trouble? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  What did Lennie lost that he wishes he had now? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  For what does Curley’s wife yell at Lennie? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.  What did Lennie do to Curley’s wife? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

12.  Who finds Curley’s wife? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.  What does Candy ask George? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

14.  What favor does George ask of Candy? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

15.  What does Carlson think happened to his Luger?_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph response:  Please answer in a complete paragraph.

16.  To console Lennie over the death of his puppy, Curley’s wife tells him that he can get another one, that “the whole country is fulla mutts.”  What is the significance of this line?  What does she mean?  What is she suggesting about “mutts?”  How is the use of that term a metaphor for the characters in the story?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Please answer using complete sentences.  Write legibly!!

1. Where is Lennie hiding? ____________________________________________________________________________________

2. With whom does Lennie have his first imaginary conversation? ____________________________________________________________________________________

3. With whom does Lennie have his second imaginary conversation? ​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________________________________________

4. How do the characters in Lennie’s imaginary conversations treat him?  ____________________________________________________________________________________

5. What story does George tell Lennie? ____________________________________________________________________________________

6. Why does George kill Lennie? ____________________________________________________________________________________

7. Do you think that George was justified in what he did?  Explain.  Use evidence from the text to support your answer.  Write at least one paragraph. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What are three possible themes for this story?  (HINT:  some possible topics could be lonliness, friendship, hopes and dreams, self-sacrifice, forgiveness and understanding, etc.)  Remember – a theme must be expressed in a complete sentence.

THEME #1: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THEME #2: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THEME #3: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What is your opinion of the book?  Did you like it?  Dislike it?  Why?  Explain your answer.  Write a complete paragraph.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ILLUSTRATION:  THEME

Select one of the themes from side 1 of this study guide.  

· On a piece of large paper, you will need to write the title of the book and the author’s name at the top.  

· Then, write the theme you have chosen at the bottom.  

· On the paper, you will need to illustrate an example of the theme from the book.  

· You must use creativity, thought, and lots of color.  Stick people are not acceptable. 

·  Pay careful attention to the setting of your illustration.  Steinbeck’s writing is so wonderfully descriptive that you should be able to envision any setting from the book (the bunkhouse, barn, ranch, pond, etc.)  

· On the back of the paper, you need to write your name, date, and period.  

· You will also need to write a brief description of how your illustration depicts the theme.

Study guide and illustration are due on ________________________________________

